Reasons for this are given by physiologists, who point out that the liver has a very large functional reserve, it being possible to remove as much as 80 per cent of an animal's liver without the occurrence of hepatic failure. Therefore in disease, only with very gross damage is it likely that tests would be positive. As pointed out by Kimball (1932) Stress is laid by Mann (1941) on an important point which is often neglected in consideration of hepatic function. This is the effect of diet. In animals it is proved that hepato-toxic substances exert their greatest effect when a diet containing much fat has been given, and that maximum protection is afforded against hepato-toxic substances by a diet containing much (Snell and Magath, 1938 (Soffer and Paulson, 1934) .
The Ratio of Urobilin (Watson, 1937) and of Porphyrin (Localio, Schwartz and Gannon, 1941) Morris and Peden (1937 (Ralli, Bauman and Roberts, 1941 (Koller and Wuhrman, 1939 ; Bollman, Butt and Snell, 1940; Pohle and Stewart, 1940; Reid, 1941 (Hall and Lucas, 1937 ; McGeorge, 1937) . Schifrin (1937, 1938) reported a like changepresent in disease of the liver and biliary tract as well as in anaemia and hyperpyrexia. McArdle (1940) Quick (1932 Quick ( , 1933 . The output in controls ranges from 2 40 to 433 gm. of benzoic acid in four hours (Quick 1933 (Quick -1936 Yaccaro, 1935; Snell and Plunkett, 1936; Adlersberg and Minibeck, 1936; Lindeboom, 1939; Henderson and Splatt, 1942 (Quick, 1933 (Quick, -1936 Vaccaro^ 1935; Snell and Plunkett, 1936; Adlersberg and Minibeck, 1936; Lindeboom, 1939; Maddock, 1939-1940; Bassett, Althausen and Coltrin, 1941; Henderson and Splatt, 1942) 
